past recovery. It is remarkable how cheerful in their unbelief are the victims of cancer in its early stages, and how incapable they appear to be to accept the decision which is in fact a sentence of death in one of its most suffering forms; and even when the truth can no longer be disguised, and the disease is established in all its dread reality, there is more of submission than despair in their manner of bearing their terrible affliction. And when we come to consider the phenomena of insanity, although doubtless many patients chafe under the control which it becomes necessary to exercise over them, we find, notwithstanding exceptions, that this fearful malady is shorn of much of its terrors to the victims themselves, by their inability to recognise its true nature and realize its possible or probable consequences; and in no form of disease with which we are acquainted, whether of a bodily or mental nature, is this so remarkable as in that which has hitherto been known as the general paralysis of the insane?a designation, by the way, which, as it is admitted to be inappropriate, I propose to vary by adopting one more in accordance with the characteristics of the malady, and therefore less likely to convey an erroneous impression of its nature. It is not only that persons so afflicted are commonly hopeful and patient and submissive, but they are, in the majority of Under these circumstances the patient experiences difficulty in getting out without interruption certain sounds which depend upon the integrity of the muscular power in these parts, and it will sometimes require a considerable effort "to force out a labial sound, the lips, as it were, sticking together, and the word being ultimately blown out after ineffectual endeavours to bring it out smoothly. The difference between this and similar hesitation in the majority of cases of ordinary stammering, appears to be the difference between a mental or functional defect and one more essentially physical. I know that exception will be taken to the proposition, that stammering is in any sense a mental defect or infirmity; and the belief now generally adopted, thatall functional disturbance is owing to physical change, constituting, in fact, disease, inasmuch as it is a departure from the healthy condition, will be opposed to the view that it can be functional as distinguished from physical. But Note on the fourth day : " There has been no particular change in her symptoms, except that she is more restless; but this morning she suddenly became excited and violent, rushing wildly about, imploring mercy, and tearing her hair. It required great efforts to control her and prevent her doing herself some serious injury, and it was in vain to reason with her and assure her that nothing should be allowed to harm her. The following day the excitement continued, though not quite so great; but she had a fit, in which she would have fallen to the ground if she had not been supported by the nurse, who saw the attack coming on.
She appeared to be perfectly insensible and unconscious while there were regular convulsive movements of the different parts of the body, and occasionally twitchings of particular muscles, with intervals of rest, during which she lay motionless for a few seconds without any rigidity, and then the twitchings and irregular convulsive movements returned. The pupil was attentively observed, and was distinctly seen to contract and dilate irrespective of the application of light, and without the position of the eyeball being at all altered; at the same time it was sensible to light, and contracted whenever that stimulus was "directly applied. The movements of the iris, which were spontaneous, or, in other words, not depending upon the application of the stimulus of light, were frequently irregular, so that when contracting or dilating, instead of remaining circular, it presented in outline something of the appearance of a transverse section of an irregular multilocular cyst or pericarp, at other times assuming an irregular ovoid form. Now and then she would recover sufficiently to ask questions, and was after a short interval seized with another attack."
The following day, when there was no fresh attack, the pupils were both irregular, the left the more so, the mental state and the condition of the patient generally being about the same as before the attack.
In the most severe form of these attacks there is not the same violent kind of spasm which in epilepsy so commonly hurls the rigid body of the patient forward, dashing his face upon the ground or against any object that may happen to come in the way; and in the less severe forms the patient will sometimes make an effort to save himself from falling, showing that consciousness is not always lost in these attacks.
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